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Please give your support for 2 bills that make the State Commission on Fatherhood (SCF) a permanent
Commission (SB 249) and fund (for the first time) minimal SCF staff (SB 248). These bills are moving through
the 2007 Legidature. You can print out the SCF bills, get hearing notices, and track the bills status at:
www.capitol .hawaii.gov/sitel/docs/docs.asp#hrs. For information on the State Commission on Fatherhood go to:
www.hawaii.gov/dhs/fatherhood/fatherhood.
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Join in the Hawai i Coalition for Dads 9th Annua CELEBRATE FATHERS Day at Windward Mall on
Saturday, June 16, 2007 from 11 - 3 p.m. The Celebration will include a Father-Child Look-Alike contest as well
as entertainment, fun activities, information tables, and National Fatherhood Initiative Golden Dads gift bags.
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Volunteer to help the Hawai i Coalition for Dads and the Navy Fleet and Family Support Center staff info
tables at the Robots Interactive Exhibition every Friday, Saturday and Sunday in June 2007 at Pearlridge
Center Uptown and Downtown. Call Chet Adessa, 474-1999, ext. 6102 to volunteer.
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Men s Hedlth Week is held each year to give individuds, health care providers, public policy makers, and the media
an opportunity to encourage men and boys to seek regular medical advice and early treatment for disease and injury.

The response has been overwhelming with hundreds of awareness activities in the USA and around the
globe. For apartia list of activities go to: www.menshealthweek.com.

And...just in time for June, a new publication is available online from Men s Health Week, Blueprint for
Men s Health: A Guide to a Healthy Lifestyle.

MEN WHO CHANGE DIAPERS
CHANGE THE WORLD

www.hmhb-hawaii.org

This bumper sticker is available from Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Hawai i:
808/951-5805; info@hmhb-hawaii.org.




It's safe to say that we all want what's best far ohildren. During the difficult times of separatiand
divorce, unresolved issues can destroy relatiosshipd children can suffer.

When it is truly in the best interest of the chilthen both parents can furnish a child with a sedeing,
nurturing environment; when a child’s life won't lésrupted, for example, by the child having teeatt
more than one school because parents live toosfay rom each other, shared parenting can offdinias
benefits for everyone.

To see the importance of shared parenting, consioleryou, as an adult, would feel if you could seg
your children only four days a month. Like mostegyds, you would miss them terribly, even with yadult
level of emotional maturity. Children, with theirafjile, still-developing emotions, often suffer rhuc
more. Children naturally love and need both pare8edly, most children of divorce see their non
custodial parent only four days a month.

Not surprisingly, sole custody can result in sesigaroblems for children. Children raised in single
parent families are at greater risk for juvenilérdgiency, teen pregnancy, poor grades, drugs,piligput
of school, and other trouble. These risks occunefter factoring in differences in income. In fatsks are
even higher in step families, despite their sigifitly higher income.

Research shows that the lack of involvement by Inatiural parents is a primary cause of these risk
Here's what the U.S. Dept. of Health and Humani&esvhas to sayMore than a quarter of American
children—nearly 17 million—do NOT live with their f ather.

“Girls without a father in their life are two and a half times as likelyget pregnant and 53% more
likely to commit suicideBoys without a fatherin their life are 63% more likely to run away and@more
likely to abuse drugs. “Both girls and boys arecevas likely to drop out of high school, twice é&elly to
end up in jail and nearly four times as likely ®ed help for emotional or behavioral problemtdHS Press
Release, 3/26/99).

The phrase “two heads are better than one” isadtibned wisdom, but it reflects the thought behing
the Children’s Rights Council’s slogan that “thesbparent is both parents.” The U.S. is moving kiyiin
the direction of shared parenting...because the kbtwgh that children are born with, need, andel®oth
parents is being rediscovered.

The first joint custody statute was passed in Ingig 1973, and since then shared parenting hasrigec
legal in all 50 states. Today, a presumption ofguemice for joint custody exists in at least 3@estglus the
District of Columbia.

Federal data shows that the states witimibet shared parenting, such as Connecticut, Kansaand
Montana, subsequently had thewest divorce ratesShared parenting helps provide emotional staliity
children by promoting the involvement of both padsen

There are two aspects to shared parenting in divop@int legal custody—which refers to shared
decision-making responsibility between divorced parents, @midt physical custody—which provides
children with a more balanced residential arrangement than was allawmedr sole custody.

Source: Children’s Rights Council of Hawai'i inatbn to Hawai'i Legislature’s SCR 52 Task Forchiol has been working on ways to improve
the family-friendliness of Hawai'i's Family Coursee also: www.gocrc.com

This bumper sticker
is available from
Mental Health
America of

Hawai'i:
808/521-1846;
info@mentalhealth-
hi.org.




